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___________________________________

Greetings!  Thank you for your interest in becoming a contestant in the 2015 Miss Oklahoma State Fair and Outstanding Teen Scholarship Pageants.  We are excited about the upcoming pageant and look forward to working with you.  We are happy to assist you with any questions or concerns regarding the pageant process, forms, etc., so please feel free to contact LaRadius Allen Stephens, Oklahoma State Fair Executive Director at (405) 202-6474 or Sarah Jensen Co-Executive (580) 917-5820. Please thoroughly read this packet for important details regarding your participation in this year’s pageant.

Service, one of the four points of the crown, has always been important to contestants striving for the opportunity to be Miss America.  To build on this, contestants competing at any level in the Miss America system are expected to raise a minimum of $100 to support the Children’s Miracle Network and the Miss America Scholarship Fund.  This is not an entrance fee, but rather a service requirement to participate in Miss America sponsored pageants.

This new service requirement will not only continue the Miss America Organization’s legacy of service and scholarship assistance, but also raise funds and awareness for Children’s Miracle Network.  Before participating in any official Miss America local preliminary pageant, each miss contestant must raise $100 for each pageant entered. Contestants must log onto http://www.missamericaforkids.org/ to create her personal fund raising web page.
I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Good Luck in your endeavors!

LaRadius Stephens




Sarah Jensen

Executive Director





Co-Executive Director

 
Points to Remember

· Pageant Rehearsal – September 11th at 6:00 PM 
· Pageant Date – September 12, 2015 at 6:30 PM
· Pageant Location – Oklahoma State Fair Grounds: Capital City Theatre
Pageant Program Advertisement Sales: We would love for each contestant to sell an ad page.  This is not required; however, we are trying to increase our scholarship and overall monetary fund to help our winners.  

Please be advised: Your spot in the pageant will not be guaranteed until a complete entry packet has been submitted and approved. Also, the deadline for the CMNH fundraising service requirement is September 11, 2015.  Application packets should be typewritten and returned to the address below along with your notarized contracts. We are excited about this year’s pageant and look forward to meeting you!

Send completed forms to: 

Miss Oklahoma State Fair Pageant

2808 Green Canyon Drive
Edmond, OK 73013

Submit electronic documents and questions to:

 Missokstfair@aol.com
**Application must be postmarked by Friday, September 28th **
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Contestant Letter Summary

· Contestants must raise a minimum of $100 per local pageant entered.

· Funds must be raised the for Miss America service requirement by Friday, September 11, 2015.

· A contestant failing to meet the Miss America service requirement will not be allowed to compete in the pageant.

· Application is due by Friday, August 28, 2015.
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Contestant Entry Packet Checklist

______ Contestant Contract with Attachments (A, B, C) 

______ Contestant Information Form 

______ Official Resume

______ Official Platform Essay

______ Talent Introduction Form

______ (1) 5x7 or 4x6 Black & White Headshot Photograph for the judges books and the pageant program – I encourage an electronic version
______ Copy of college registration for current classes, college degree or most recent school transcript
______ Copy of Birth Certificate 
Items that can be brought to rehearsal on  

 Friday, September 11th
· Talent CD, (2 copies are recommended, but 1 is required)
· Contestant Contract with Attachments (A, B, C)
· Copy of Birth Certificate
· Copy of college registration for current classes, college degree or most recent school transcript

· CMN Service Requirement verification
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___________________________________________
Competition Rules and Judging Criteria

Eligibility

Contestant must be at least seventeen (17) and high school senior and will graduate before the state pageant.

Contestant must be no older than twenty-four (24) years of age on December 31, 2016.  This means, a contestant must not have had her 25th birthday before December 31, 2016. 

Contestant must be a citizen of the United States.

Contestant must have resided in Oklahoma at least 6 months prior to July 15, 2015.

Contestant must be a young lady of the highest moral character, integrity and standards.

Contestant must execute the Miss Oklahoma State Fair Contestant Contract and abide by all the agreements and representations contained therein.

Backstage

Contestants must do their own hair and make-up.  Parents, make-up artists, hair stylists, etc. will not be allowed backstage or in the interview waiting rooms.

Hostesses will be available to assist the contestants with their clothing, etc. backstage and in the interview waiting rooms.

Presentation in Interview (25%)

All interviews must be held prior to any other phase of competition.  Interviews at the local and state level will be 10 minutes.  A podium will be used in the interview. There is no opening; there is 9:30 minutes of questions and answers and then the contestants may have 30 seconds at the end to close the interview. The contestant’s closing comment cannot be used to clarify material already discussed in the interview. The contestant must be standing at all times during her interview. If discussion ends before the 30 seconds are up, then the interview ends. Questions will come from a variety of areas, including but not limited to the contestant’s resume, platform essay, moral/ethical issues, current events, etc.  Contestants should be prepared to answer any type of question asked.

Contestant’s wardrobe should be appropriate for a business interview and represent her personality.

Competition Rules and Judging Criteria continued…

Lifestyle and Fitness in Swimsuit (15%)

Contestant may select a one or two-piece swimsuit.  Modesty and decency should be appropriate guidelines when selecting fitness outfits.  If in doubt as to whether or not the Contestant’s fitness outfit is acceptable, you may, at your option, send a picture to the 
Pageant for review (front, side and back photo).

Hose may not be used.  Oil may not be used.  Excessive lotion may not be used.

Contestants will wear shoes during the swimsuit competition.

Artistic Expression in Talent (35%)

Contestant’s talent must not be longer than 1:30 minutes.  CD accompaniment is the only acceptable accompaniment. 

“Live” accompaniment is not permitted.  Only the contestant is permitted on-stage.  No other person may be a part of her presentation.

Talent must be performed live.

Pantomime and lip-sync are not permitted.

Tap dancers may not have accompaniment tapes with pre-recorded taps or tap sounds.

The sound engineer will not stop and re-start an accompaniment tape as a part of the Contestant’s performance.  If Contestant needs a ten second delay in her performance, then the tape should include a ten second silent spot.

No other recordings may be included on the accompaniment tape.

Background tracks will be approved by the Pageant.

Fire (fire ropes, fire batons, etc.), pyrotechnics, swords, knives or machetes, bow and arrow acts, and the use of live animals are strictly prohibited.

Presence and Poise in Evening Wear (20%)

Contestant should wear age appropriate attire that makes her feel beautiful and special.

Age appropriate full-length gowns or full-length pantsuits are appropriate.  Shorter attire may be worn, but must be age appropriate and non-revealing when worn on a stage.

On-Stage Question (5%)

The Contestant will wear the opening number outfit for the on-stage question. This phase of competition will take place immediately following the “Parade of Contestants.”  Each contestant’s question will be drawn on stage and will be random pop culture questions.

Final Ballot  On the final ballot, the judges rank the five contestants receiving the highest scores in the order they individually believe the contestants should finish.  A first place vote receive 10 points, second place receives 5 points, third place receives 2 points, and 5th place receives 1 point.
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Job Responsibilities

· Miss Oklahoma State Fair must attend and perform at the Miss Oklahoma State Fair Pageant 2016 to relinquish her title. 

· Miss Oklahoma State Fair must meet with all the major sponsors of the pageant and attend designated functions approved by the Miss Oklahoma State Fair Pageant Director and/or Board.

· Miss Oklahoma State Fair will be required to participate in Senior Day parade on Wednesday, September 23rd from noon-1:00 pm , attend the Chairman’s Dinner Thursday, September 17, Opening ceremony and Thursday, September 17.  These dates are subject to change and additional appearances may be required during the two weeks of the State Fair.
· Miss Oklahoma State Fair will be expected to visit schools, civic organizations, charities, etc., in the Oklahoma City Metro Area to promote her platform and the Pageant.

· Miss Oklahoma State Fair must attend all appearances and all events that the Miss OK State Fair Pageant Director schedules on her behalf with adequate notification.  

· All appearances must be approved prior to the event by the Miss OK State Fair Director. 

· Miss Oklahoma State Fair will be expected to be willing to respond to a variety of situations, be a good role model, and be cooperative and genuine in her desire to promote the Miss Oklahoma State Fair Scholarship Pageant and her platform in the Oklahoma City community.  

Miss Oklahoma Preparation

· All wardrobe selections must be approved by the Director.

· All aspects of pageant competition preparation must be reviewed by the Director.
___________________________________    __________________________________


Signature of Contestant



Date

__________________________________     __________________________________

Signature of parent or guardian (if under 18)

Date
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Talent Introduction Form

This form is used to prepare the contestant’s Talent introduction.  The introductions should “set the stage” for your presentation.  DO NOT discuss background, training, or anything else that does not apply directly to your routine.  This introduction should be no longer than 25-30 words and must end with your name.  (For example: “There are two lasting gifts we give our children...roots and wings.  Here with her interpretation of “A Piece of Sky’ from the motion picture ‘Yentl ’ is contestant #1, Jane Doe.”  

Contestant Name:  ___________________________________________________

Contestant Number:  _________________________________________________

Talent Type (pop vocal, opera, ballet, tap dance, etc):  ______________
________________________________________________________________________
Talent Selection:  _____________________________________________________
Please write your suggested Talent Introduction here:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Remember—Talent Can Not Exceed 1:30 Minutes
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